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Worship at home for Sunday 25th February 2024 
 Second Sunday of Lent 

 
If you have a particular practice which is helping you to draw near to God this 
Lent, you might like to take some time to review how this week has been for you, 
and what you have learned. Notice whether there is anything from that practice 
which you want to bring to God in prayer today.  
 
Grace is here to welcome us,  
Christ is here amongst us,  
The Spirit moves by ways we do not know,  
And God comes close, closer than we can imagine.  
Come close, Lord Jesus. Amen.1 

 
Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness StF 51 
 
Prayer2:  
Choosing an aged, barren couple 
to parent your holy people; 
calling us to set aside ourselves 
and to shoulder a cross; 
showering us with love and mercy, 
when we do nothing to deserve these gifts: 
You always act in ways 
which surprise us, 
God of our parents. 
 
In hospital rooms, 
where we wait in anxious expectation; 
in classrooms, 
where we chew on pencils while taking tests; 
in this unholy mess 
we call life: 
you always call us 
to faithfulness and trust: 
Cross Bearer for us all. 
 
In the warmth of spring's approach, 
we hear your voice; 
in the moonlight of winter's last night, 
we see your face; 
in the silence of a child sleeping, 
we breathe in your grace: 
you are always with us 
in the ordinary moments of life: 
Spirit of Holiness. 



 

God in Community, Holy in One, 
May we see you, hear you, and know you 
as we move through this Lenten season, 
even as we pray as Jesus has taught us,  
 
saying Our Father... 
 
 
Reflect:  
Do you have a cross or crosses in your home? If you are at home and able to, 
take a moment to go and look at one or more of those crosses. If you do not have 
a cross, is that a conscious choice, or ‘just the way it is’? Do you choose to have 
other images or objects which connect you to your faith in your home? If so, some 
of the questions below might equally apply to those.  
You might like to wonder: 

• If you do have a cross, why do you keep that cross in your home? 

• Where did it come from? 

• Who might have made it? Who gave it to you?  

• What does it say to you about faith or about Jesus?  

• Crosses range from the graphic (think of a crucifix, with an image of Jesus 
on the cross), to the beautiful (think of some of the ornately decorated 
crosses you might have seen, or the Easter cross some churches make, 
covered with flowers), or the very simple (think of a Palm cross, or a holding 
cross). If you find the image of the cross helpful to you, which are you most 
drawn to? Do you know why that might be? Is there a cross in your home, or 
a picture of a cross you might be able to find, which would be helpful to you 
this Lent?   
 

Bring your reflection to God in whatever way is right for you... 
 
Read: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 
Reflect: 
With a covenant with God comes a new name for Abram and Sarai – they will 
become Abraham and Sarah. Abram’s new name means “father of many.” If God 
changed your name, what might you hope for it to mean? Do you have a sense of 
what God is calling you to at the present time (this might be a question to return to 
after our second reading)?  
 
 
Read: Mark 8:31-38 
 
8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 



 

8:32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 

8:33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things." 

8:34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 

8:35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

8:36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 

8:37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 

8:38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

 
First, let’s notice together that this is a hard text. Whichever way you read it, there 
is challenge to be found. Take a moment to notice where the challenge lies for 
you... you might find it helpful to doodle on the text above. Maybe you could 
underline in red the phrases which challenge you, in blue those which you have 
questions about, and in green those which give you hope – or any other way of 
approaching it which helps you to really think about this passage deeply.  
 
You might also find it helpful to read or sing and wonder about the hymn ‘When I 
survey the wondrous cross’ StF 287 
 
Allow yourself some space and quietness with scripture and with hymn.  
 
If your reflection with God has enabled you to work well with this passage today, 
then you may wish to pass over what follows, and move straight to the next hymn, 
and to a time of prayer for the world. Or you may like to read some of what I have 
been thinking... 
 
For me, this week, I find myself in a familiar cycle of reflection as I come to this 
exchange between Jesus and the disciples and the crowd. For us, the word 
‘cross’ comes wound round with centuries of conversation, reflection, challenge 
and experience. It is hard for us to hear it as that first community gathering around 
Jesus heard. For them, the cross was the most degrading form of torture and 



 

execution imaginable, and was often a marker of a person having set themselves 
against Roman imperial rule.  
Here Peter has just recognised Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus makes the reality of 
what it means to live out that identity as God’s anointed quite plain, and invites 
those who would follow him to participate in that way of life which he is pioneering, 
to the point of death on a cross.  
 
We know, though, that passages of scripture which speak of suffering have 
sometimes been misunderstood, misinterpreted or misused in ways which do not 
lead people to the gospel of love and inclusion which is at the heart of all Jesus 
lived, died and rose again to embody. Here we find ourselves in the midst of a 
paradox at the heart of the gospel. And we must tread carefully.  
 
I encounter in this passage Jesus’ absolute commitment to living out his call and 
identity with integrity, no matter what the cost – the cost which he can already 
foresee will be immense. And it is this challenge, the challenge to living in the 
integrity of the gospel, which I hear when I listen carefully to the invitation to ‘deny 
myself...take up my cross, and follow’. Too often I do not do what I say...too often I 
do not act as I know I am called, for fear of the consequences...too often I take the 
way which protects my sense of self, at the expense of my identity in Christ... 
 
For some people, some of the time, in very specific circumstances, the call of the 
gospel is a call to risk their physical life...but for most of us, most of the time, 
under most circumstances, the call of the gospel is a call to risk standing firm in 
our commitment to the gospel way of radical love and integrity, no matter what the 
cost. And in our response to the call we heard from God, we seek Jesus’ 
companionship. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: Teach me my God and King StF 668 
 
Prayer:  
As we make our prayers for the world today, we pray particularly for those whose 
call to follow Jesus is leading them into places of risk ... 
We pray for those who ‘speak truth to power’... 
We pray for those who share or give up their power in a quest for the common 
good... 
 
We pray too for those we know and have a concern for, and those for whom we 
have committed to pray. 
 
Holy God, bless your people with courage, integrity and love. Amen 
 
Hymn: Love divine, all loves excelling StF 503 
 
Read: Numbers 6: 24-26 and hear words of blessing... 
 


