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Funerals 

 
Funerals are, inevitably, a difficult and painful time. This leaflet exists 
to answer some basic questions that often arise. 
 
Whist there are no hard and fast rules there are three basic patterns of 
funeral service most often used today in churches. 
 

 A funeral service at a Church followed by a short Committal 
service at a cemetery  or crematorium 

 A funeral service with committal at the crematorium or graveside 

 A funeral service with committal at the Crematorium or graveside 
followed by service of Thanksgiving in Church. 

 
Services usually include music, hymns/songs, readings and some form 
of tribute to the deceased. Within certain limits services may be 
personalised to reflect the character and life of the loved one and 
families are encouraged to make services as personal and memorable 
as they feel able.  
 
Friends and relatives are very welcome to take part in all parts of the 
service but please bear in mind that such services can be very 
emotional times. The extra pressure of standing before family and 
friends at such a time can be difficult to bear.  
 
Whilst services in Church can be as long or as short as requested, 
services at the Crematorium must be no longer than 25 minutes. If you 
wish to take more time and involve a number of people then a church 
service may give you more opportunities to do this. 
 

 
 
 



Have you considered your own funeral?  
 
Whilst it may sound a strange question it is often helpful when the 
deceased has left some instructions concerning what they would like at 
their funeral. You may like to consider the following questions as a 
guide. Please bear in mind however that funerals are not first and 
foremost for the deceased but for those who mourn. 
 
Are there particular pieces of music that you would like to be played at 
the start, end, or during the service? 
 
 
Are there particular readings, Bible readings or other readings such as 
poetry that you would like included? 
 
 
Are there particular hymns or songs that you would like to be sung? 
 
 
Are there particular people that you would like to be involved? 
 
 
Are their things that you would like to have said? Things that you felt 
were important.  
 
 
Finally are their certain things that you don't want said? Sometimes 
this can be as important as the things we do wish to say. 
 
 
You may wish to write down your thoughts and ensure that someone 
close to you knows where they are kept. Alternatively you can lodge 
them with your minister who will keep them safe.  
 



 
Funeral Costs 
 
Your undertaker will advise you regarding the general costs of a 
funeral. For church members and regular attenders there is often no 
charge for the minister, church, and stewarding but donations may be 
given. 
 
For those who are not members the charges are generally as follows 
and simply reflect the costs of maintaining, heating and lighting our 
premises. The figure quoted for the minister is a national figure agreed 
by the Church of England and to which we are encouraged to adhere.  
 
Costs (as at 1/9/15. Figs may vary) 
Minister   £190  
Church   Varies, usually between £100 and £200 
Organist  Varies, usually between £40 and £100 
Stewarding Varies, Usually between £20 and £60 
 
We would however wish to recognise that there may be appropriate 
occasions on which these charges might be waived. We would not wish 
to see these charges deter anyone from having a funeral in church. If 
you have any concerns about these charges please feel free to speak to 
your undertaker who will pass on your concerns or speak directly to 
the minister.   


